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The Florida Reef Tract 

• Spans over 300 nautical miles from 
the Dry Tortugas to Stuart. 

• The only tropical coral reef 
system, and one of the greatest 
natural resources, in Florida and 
the continental United States. 

• Adjacent to one of the most 
densely populated and urbanized 
coastal communities in the U.S. 

 1/3 of Florida’s population  
(6 billion people) 

 Coastal population has grown 
64% since 1990 

 30 million visitors/year 



The Florida Reef Tract is home. 



The Florida Reef Tract is essential to our way of life. 

• Tourism, recreation and fishing are the basis of Florida’s 
economy and the Floridian lifestyle. 
 

• Reef-related tourism, diving and fishing annually 
provide: 
 $6.3 billion in sales and income  
 71,000 jobs 
 70% of sales attributed to visitors 

 
• Florida’s reefs provide shelter, food and breeding sites 

for many recreational and commercial fishery species. 
 

• Reefs generate sand for our beaches and protect our 
shorelines from tropical storms and erosion. 



The Florida Reef Tract is threatened. 
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The Florida Reef Tract has been damaged. 

Photo Series: Phil Dustin 



The Florida Reef Tract is managed. 
• The State of Florida 

manages its coral reef 
resources cooperatively 
with federal, state and local 
agencies including NOAA, 
NPS, FWC, and the counties 
of Monroe, Miami-Dade, 
Broward, Palm Beach and 
Martin. 

• Regulatory coordination 
with EPA, USCG, USACE 
and others supports the 
environmental conservation 
goals of the state. 



Integrating Management of the Florida Reef Tract. 

• In 2004, the Florida Reef Resilience Program (FRRP) became a 
vital component of reef resource management and conservation in 
Florida due to its emphasis on understanding the impacts of, and 
developing management tools for response to, coral bleaching, 
coral disease, and climate change across the Florida Reef Tract. 

• By bringing together its reef resource managers, NGOs, scientists, 
resource users and other partners to work on common issues and 
goals through the FRRP, Florida effectively took its first steps 
toward integrating management of the entire Florida Reef Tract. 

• In determining priorities for 2010-2015, Florida’s reef managers 
identified integrated reef management as the most important area 
of need to ensure successful management and conservation of the 
Florida Reef Tract. 

 Goal A1: Managing the Florida Reef Tract using an 
ecosystem-based approach, including spatial planning and 
other tools.  



The Florida Reef Tract is worth protecting. 

Working together we can plan, and restore the foundation,  
for a healthy, resilient Florida Reef Tract. 


