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The Climate is Changing  

ñWarming of the climate system is unequivocalò 
 ï IPCC 4AR 2007 
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Atmospheric CO2 WILL 

reach double preindustrial 

levels (to 560 ppm), even 

if emissions are stabilized 2xCO2 



http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov 

Coral Bleaching: An Impact 

of Climate Change 
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¸ Corals exposed to 

high temperatures 

and/or high light 

become stressed 
 

¸ Corals eject their 

algae; coral appears 

ñbleached 

¸ If stress is mild or 

brief, corals recover, 

otherwise they die 

 
 

¸ Mass bleaching 

covers 100-1000 kms 

Degree Heating Week 
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