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1. Description of the area 

Â Bonaire is situated in the 

southern Caribbean 

(12°10'N, 68°15'W) 

approximately 100 km 

north of Venezuela. 

Â 40 km long by 11 km 

wide 

Â Total area 28.100 ha 

Â Total population 14.000 

inhab. 

Â 60.000 tourist per year 
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1. Description of the area 

Â Max elevation 238 m  

Â 1/3 of the Island 1 m above 

sea level or less 

Â 5 RAMSAR Areas 

Â 50+ species of coral  

Â 35O+ fish species 

Â Continuous wall of fringing 

reef 

 



1. Description of the area 

The Islands of Bonaire and Klein Bonaire 

are the visible tip of a seamount that rises 

abruptly from  

a depth of  

3000 metres  
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1. Description of the area 

Â The Bonaire National Marine Park was established in 

1979 and has been under active management since 

1991  

 

Â Protect the waters around Bonaire and Klein Bonaire 

from the high water mark until the 60 m (200 ft) depth 

contour 

 

Â 2700 ha of protected area that include mangroves, 

sea grass beds, coral reef, salt flats and beaches 





Threats of the BNMP 

 

ÂWater quality  

ÂOver fishing 

ÂCoastal construction 

ÂTourism impact 

ÂClimate change 

 

 



Sewage 

Â No sanitation 

system on Bonaire 

 

Â Use of untreated 

wastewater for 

irrigation 

 

Â Bad gardening 

practices 

 



Nutrients Monitoring Program 

 

  

    Quarterly sampling in 

10 stations along the 

leeward side of the 

Island 

Â Video Transects 

Â Chl. ñaò 

Â P and N 

Â N15/N14 ratio 

   

 

 

 

 



Results of DIN 

Dissolved Inorganic Nitrogen
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Nutrient Monitoring Program 



Conservation Action 
Temporary Sewage Treatment Plant. 

 
Completed in 2011 and expected to be operational by December 2011 



Over fishing 

 



Conservation Action 
Two Fish Protected Areas 





Coastal Construction 

 


