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} Commonwealth of the 
Northern Marianas (US 
Territory)  

} Consists of 14 islands  

} Population: 53,883 (2010 
Census estimate)  

} Majority of the population 
on the southernmost 
islands (Saipan, Tinian, and 
Rota) 

} Land area of 190 sq km 
(73.3 miles)  

 



} Saipan, Tinian, and Rota are 
older, raised limestone 
islands  

} Surrounded by fringing 
reefs  

} Large barrier reef & patch 
reef system on Saipan  

} Northern Islands are 
volcanic  

ƁActive volcanos on 
Anatahan , Pagan, and 
Agrihan  
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} Large bleaching event in 
2000  
Ɓ~ 60 - 70% mortality  

} Smaller bleaching event in 
2005  
ƁCoincided with large 

Acanthaster  planci  
outbreak  

} 2009 ð 2011: NOAA Coral 
Reef Watch forecasted 
severe bleaching  
ƁNo bleaching thanks to 

increased rain/cloud 
cover  

 

 



}2010: Initial phase in 
development of a 
bleaching response 
plan  

}Developed to instill the 
importance of 
resiliency  

}Contains:  
ƁEarly Warning System  
ƁAssessment and 

Monitoring  
ƁCommunication Strategy  
ƁRESILIENCY COMPONENT 
ƁManagement Intervention  
ƁImplementation  

 



} June 2011  

}Participants from 
across the Pacific  

}Conclusion of 5 month 
online training module  

}Final product: training 
on the importance of 
resiliency in managing 
and protecting reefs.  




