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Background Information on St.Kitts 
and Nevis  

 St. Kitts (also called St. Christopher) is part of an 
independent twin island federal state with the 
island of Nevis. 

  These islands are located in the northeast 
Caribbean Sea. St .Kitts - Latitude: 170 15' N, 
Longitude:  62015' W and Nevis - Latitude: 170 17' 
N, Longitude:  62042' W.  

 St. Kitts has a land area of 168 km2 and Nevis 93 
sq. Km.   

 The islands are surrounded by a number of other 
smaller islands; St. Eustatius which is 11 miles 
away, St. Maarten 70 miles away , Montserrat 
100miles away and Antigua 70 miles away. 

  

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Background Information on St.Kitts 
and Nevis  

 St. Kitts and Nevis have a total combine 
population of 46,325 persons (2001 Census).  
St.Kitts  having the greater portion 35,217. Nevis 
population is 11,108. 

 The islands  has a tropical marine climate and is 
generally influenced by the northeast trade winds 
and tropical oceanic cyclonic movements. Both 
islands have a even warm temperature with a 
mean of approximately 270 C and only in higher 
elevations the temperature drops below 170 C. 

  

 

 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  Soils throughout the island are extremely fertile and 
have been used primarily for sugar production island 
from since 1623.  

 In 1970s the improvements in the air and sea ports 
has made tourism the main revenue earner for the 
islands. 

 In 2005 the sugar industry was closed by the 
government. Majority of the settlements on both 
islands resides along the coastal areas. With the 
closure  of the sugar industry majority of these 
coastal settlements now depend heavily on marine 
resources for livelihoods. 

Background Information on St.Kitts 
and Nevis  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Threats and Stresses on the Coastal 
and Marine environment in St Kitts 

and Nevis  

ÅBoat groundings and anchor damage; 

ÅPlacement & recovery of fish traps; 

ÅDamage to corals by divers & snorkelers; 

ÅShore development ï marinas, land filling & sea wall 
construction; 

ÅOver-fishing; 

ÅLand & boat sewage disposal; 

ÅAgricultural fertilizers & pesticides; 

ÅHousehold cleansing products & other pollutants; 

ÅHydro-carbons from  land-based mechanic shops, marine 
travel lifts and exhaust from boat engines & bilges; and,  

ÅOcean dumping of trash. 

ÅConflicts with other users 


